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t, i validity or binding force of their written
const nut 'on, mini ire riaie snoiiiu be ad- -

muted into the Union. Will iho render re- -

collect this, as 1 snail have occasion to use
11 in onoiner eoiineeiioii.

Let us pause for a moment to consider
the honesty and sincerity of purpose with
winch the lofiy pretension has been set up
111 certain quarters, that ihe people have a property of whatever kind, to the territories,
right to regulate, arrange, and mould their j without let and without hindrance, and I
institutions to suit themselves. In the ear--, am satisfied. But this I must say, that
ly part of last year, tlie people iuhnbiting a I whenever Congress underiakf r give pro-larg- e

portion of our unoccupied powioin tection to property in the territories, 011 the
in what was then known as New Mexico high seas, or anywhere else, there must be

J

and California, met 111 convention and fra-

med a State constitution, giving the name
bf Dcsf.rkt to their country. They defined
their boundaries, mid included within their
limits a large extent of Pacific coast. Their
constitution was in every element essential
ly republican. They sent their agent to
Washington, with a modest request lhat the
constitution thus formed should be accepted,
and the Btate of Dkserkt admitted into the
Union. How this application was treated
we shall presently see. Later in the same
year, the people of New Mexico formed a
territorial government, and sent their dele-
gate to Washington to present their wishes,
and, if permitted, to represent their interests.
In the summer of the same year, and sever-
al mouths after the Duseret convention,
the Californians held their convention.
They extended their boundaries so as to mo-

nopolize the whole Pacific coast, in total
disregard of the prior action of Deseret.
And theu in contempt of the modest exam-
ple of her two neighbors, she sends, not an
agent or a delegate to Washington, with a
eivil request, but she sends up two Senators
and two Representatives, with a bold de-
mand for instantaneous admission into the
Union.

What followed? The President made
two earnest appeals to Congress to admit
California, and he told us plainly to leave
the others to their fute. Not only does he
fail to give them a friendly salutation, but
he in truth turns from them iu scorn. Not
a word does he utter in their behalf, or in
defence of their independent conduct:
Their modesty failed- to commend them to
his paternal notice. '

In Congress, and throughout the country,
a general outcry is now heard in favor of
California. Everywhere throughout the
length and breadth of the land, the ery of
California, glorious California, is heard. It
comet to us from the East and from the
West, from the North and (I am pained to
say) in some instances from the South. If
any man has dared to interpose the slight-
est objection to the immediate admission of
California if any one has hesitated about
yielding to California all that she so boldly
demands, he has been denounced, black-
balled, hooted at, and almost driven from
socieiy. Monti time no voice has been
heard in defence of the rights of New Mex-
ico and Deseret.; They, too, assumed to
settle their own affairs in their own way.
Yet no whisper of encouragement ahd hope
greets their modest agent and delegate at
VVashington. The great national votes is
engaged to sing and shout for California.
Why has this been so? Why this marked
distinction betVeen these several parties?
The people, we are icld", have a right to act
for themselves. California acted for herself,
Deseret for herself, and New Mexico for
herself and yet, amid the din and clamor
in favor of California, we have lost sight of
her more retiring and modest sisters. Why
is this? I'll tell yon, fellow-citizen- Des-
eret and New Mexico did not insult the
South by excluding slavery. With a be
coming .modesty-the- were silent on this
subject. California, influenced by .unwise
counsels, flung defiance in your teeth, scoff-
ed at your rights, and boldly threw herself
into the arms of the North. Here is the
secret of all this boiling and bubbling in fa-

vor of California, and here, too, may be
found the end of the great doctrine that the
people may settle the slavery question for
themselves. If they settle it airainst the
South it is well, and if they do not it is no
settlement at all. '

Ah! but we are told there is a vast differ
ence between these territories ; New Mex
ico and Utah have but few inhabitants, and
California has many thousand some say
one hunderd thousand and some say two
hunlred thousand. I do not understand
that because a people are fewer in number
that therefore they have no political rights,
whilst a greater number may have every
right. But how stands the case in Tegard
to these hundreds of thousand of people
Cahfarma T We all know that thu emigre-

lion in that country has been confined to
hardy male adults, robust men. Iu most
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j Fellow-Citiztn- I feet impelled, by a
1 strong sense of duty, to addwss to you this

communication. If it shall seem to you
more appropriate that I should have, deliv-

ered those sentiments which follow, in the
iom of a speech in the House of Represen-
tatives, I reply, that the difficulty of obtain-

ing the floor interposes at all times serious
obstacles to that mode of address. At this
period of excitement when events of. the
greatest consequence are pursuing each oth-

er in rapid succession, it appears to me nei-

ther wise nor safe to risk the doubtful
chances of an early opportunity of address-

ing you through the ordinary medium of a
'Congressional speech.

j. Events of the utmost magnitude are
transpiring at the seat of the National

In these events you have a dep
interest, and I would not leave you a single
flay in ignorance of my views, or iiv doubt
is to the manner iu which I mean to dis-

charge the high and important trusts which
Jrour partialityhas devolved upon mc.
j It is well known to you, that the people in

'

jCalifornia, following the lead of Gen, Riley,
Jhn officer of States army stntiou- -

in that r.omttrv. tnnk tinnn thptnenh-o- a

fdurinsc the last summer, the responsible
task of forming a State constintion, and set-

ting up a State government in that territory.
This proceeding has been extensively crit-

icised, and very generally condemned, as al
together anomalous and irregular. It is no
part of my present purpose to follow up
these criticisms, lhat the whole proceed-- ;
ing was irregular and in total disregard of
the. rights of the South is beyond dispute,

t That it was basely fraudulent, 1 have ever
I belie ved,nd do now believe. That the peo-

ple in that country were prompted to. 'the
course pursued by them, by the secret spies!
and agents sent out from Washington, I
have never doubted for ;a single moment.
.That they were induced to insert the "Wil-tno- t

proviso," in their State
'held out lb thorn

that such a course would facilitate their ad-

mission into the Union of these States, I as
; religiously believe as I do-i- the existence of

an overruling Providence,' . -
, '

Pursuing the idea that there had been il-

legitimate influences at work to produce
particular results in 'California, I on two

' several occasions intrqduced into the House
I bf Representatives resolutions directing a

searching inquiry into all the facts. But
the dominant power would give no cdunte-- '
nance to my Object. '

I have seen it stated in a letter written in
. California, and published in the Republic
, newspaper in this city, that "it was every-- I

where understood in that country, that the
- President desired the people of California to
$ settle the slavery question for themselves."
J I endeavored to bring the public mind to

bear on this point, and in a card published
iu the Republic, I inquired "how it came to
be everywhere thus understood;" but no
response was ever made to the inquiry.
The semi-offici- declaration, however,
quickened my suspicious that some one had
Spoken as by authority lot the President.

I . Thomas .Butler King,. Esq.,- one of the
President' tigents in California, hds repeat-edly.declar-

that the California Convention
was held under the sanction of President
Polk and Secretaries Buchanan and Marcy ;

and that it was to these functionaries Gen.
Jltley made allusion when he said to the
people in that country that he was acting in
compliance with the views of iw Presideut,
and the Secretaries of War and of State.
Mr. Polk is dead, and the .two

positively deny the truth of Mr. King's
declaration. - ''.' I If Gen. Riley stated officially to the peo-
ple Of California, on the 3d of June, 1849,
the date of his proclamation, the President,
the Secretary of War, and the Secretary of
.btate approved his conduct .meaning there
by Mr. Polk, Mr. Buchanan, and Mr, Mar--

cy it was a fraud, upon the people of Cali-
fornia. The statement could only have
ibeen made with a view to give the highest
ujjruuu sancuun to nis conduct, ana ne nuew

' perfectly well that alt three of the zent'emen
alluded1 tor, Were private citizens at the date
6f his proclamation When he 6aid the

1 President, he meant to give the weight oi
i presidential influence to his acis. He meant
I that the people should understand him as
; alluding to the man in power, aud not to a
. retired gentlemen and private citizen. '

. Mr. King undertakes to prove that he is
right in his declaration, and asserts that the
steamer which carried! him to California was

. the first arrival in that country after Gen,
; Taylor's inaugurationand "that the canveit

td the first intelligence that Congress had
failed to provide a government for that tcr--,
ritory;" and by way of giving point to his
declaration in this respect, he asserts that

i he landed for the first time at San Francis--I
co, on the 4th day of June ; that Gen. Riley

f was then at Monterey distant about one
I hundred and fifty miles, and that he (Mr.

; uiu not see uim, ruiey,; or nave any
: communication with him: and that the

proclamation calling the California Conven
tion, bore date Jane 3d, 1849, In us ren
dering it impossible, as he aumed, that

I said proclamation could bave been based on
information received from the present Pres
ident and his Secretaries through his, Mr.
King s, arrival. . Unfortunately for the ac-

curacy of these statements and the legitima-
cy of the conclusions, Gen. Riley com-
mences his proclamation with, the emphatic
declaration "that Congress had "ailed to pro-
vide a government lor California f and the
inquiry at once arises, how,: if Mr. Kiug
landed at San Francisco on the 4th of June,
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mrd out of s.iid territory l inp north of
that linr slavery shall be prohibited.
In pursuance of those resolutions Tex-
as came into the Union. The South ,

consented to this ttrrangement, and to-

day, as at all former periods, 1 niri rea-
dy to abide by it. ,

Examine these resolutions, and
what do we find? A cTear and dis-

tinct reeojrni'ion of. dm title of Texas
to the country up to 3fld. 30m., as slave
territory, for it is stipulated that the
people mnv determine for themselves,
at a proper time, whether slavery shall
or shall not exist in all the country
below that line. Nay more, the riahta
of Texas stbove-thi- 3 line are admitted;
for it is expressly provided that in the
State or States to he formed out of tho
territory north of 3lld. 30m., slavery
shall he prohibited, but not until such
State or States nsk afhnission into tbo
Union. We have, then the clearest
possible recognition of the title of Tex-
as up to 30 as slave territory
nnd to sufficient territory above that
line to make one or inor? feiates

Now, what do wo hear from tho
North? That Texas never had any ;

just claim to any part of this territory;
that it nlways did, and does now belong 1

to New Mexico. But, ns lexns is a f
young sister, and one with whom vve
should not deal harsh I)', e will give
her millions of dollars for her irav
aginary claim. Mr. Denton, in ihe ex- -

uberance ol his uberalitv, oilers fifteen f
millions of dollars; and other gentle- -

mrri, less ardent, propose smaller sums.
Hut our present dealing is with Mr.
Clay's plun fof a compromise.

If the reader lias a man, I beg thntr
he vvilj first truce the line of thirty-si- x

;

legrees and thjrty minutes, north lati. '

tude; and then fix his eye on the north- -'

eastern boundary of Texns at the point
where the h parallel, of
longitude crosses tho lied river; and, i

from this point, run a direct line to a.
point twenty miles above El Paso, on '

the Rin Grande; and bet ween these two
lines, he will have the slave territory
which Mr. Clay s compromise proposes
to sell out. It will be seen, on com
parison, that this territory is nearly
twice as large as the State of Missis-
sippi. Whether five or fifteen millions
of dollars are given for it, it is needless ,

to say we shall have to pay more than
our due proportion of tho money. .

Jo me, it is not a pleasant thing to
sellout slave territory,' and pnyforit
myself; and I confess thnt this much of
ihe proposed bargain his not made the
admission of California a whit more
palatable to mo.

1 say nothing ot lexas above 30d.
30m.j that country was virtually sur-
rendered to abolition by tho terms of
the Texas annexation, if Texasthink J
proper to give it or sell it to tho Free- - '

Soilers, in advance of the time appoin-
ted for its surrender, I make no objec- - .

tion. lint nil the South hasn direct
political interest in Texas below this
line ofSud. 30m.( and I do not mean to
surrender your interest without a fair
equivalent. ,

What is to be the destiny of this ter
ritory, if it. is thus sold out, and what its
institutions? It is to become an inte-
gral part of New Mexico, ami 1 risk
nothing in saying it will be dedicated
ti free soil. Its institution! will be
anti-slaver- y. If the character of the
country was not to undergo a radical
change in this respect, or if thischanga
was not. confidently anticipated, wo all
know lhat the northern motive for ma
king this purchase would lose its exis-
tence. As the country now stands, it
is protectcI by the annexation nsolu- -
t'ons against all congressional interler- -

ence with the question of slavery.
Transfer it to New Mexico, and wo
expose it to the dangerous intermed
dling which has so long unhappily af
dieted that and all our territorial pos-

sessions. . s

This brings me to the only remaining
proposition in Mr. Clay's compromise
bill that to eftib'ish territorial

for New Mexico and Utah)
witnout the "Wilmot proviso." If this
were an inch pendent proposition, ten-- ,
dered in g6od faith, and accepted by;
the North with a fixed purpose to abide
by it, I have no heeifation in saying it
would receive my cordial support. I

at what I have Qtten said, that
whilsTHkshall resist the exclusion of
slavery bytijressiotial action. I have
no purpose or delrrgAto force or fasten
it upon any country trTrmigh the agen
cy ot Oongress. Whilst I demand that
-- ongress shall not oppose our entri
into the territories with Our slaves, I
do not ask it to assist us in coins there. '

All 1 ask Is, that we may be treated;
as equals that no insulting discrimi--'

nation shall be drawn between South-- ;
ern and northern people between'
southern propsrty and northern

-

prop-
erly. 'v '-

.

How is this proposition regarded by.1
the northern men to whom itis tender- -
ed, and by whom' it may bo accepted T,

The spirit in vhieh it is accepted is a

bi J, with the first intelligence of this fail-

ure on the part of Congress, could General
Riley have known and proclaimed, the im-

portant tact at Monterey, distant one hun-
dred and fifty miles, oil the 3d of June of
that year? .We see at ouce that it could
not be so.

President Polk and his Cabinet could not
have sent advice to California of this failure
on the part of Coigres ; for it i historically
true that the failure occurred in the very last
hour of Mr. Polk's administration.

Through some channel. Gen. Riley was
advised that Congress had failed to provide
a government for California, and this after
President Taylor came .nto power. I do
not say that Mr. Kjng was this channel, but
I do say that from the same medium through
which he derived the information that Con-
gress had failed to provide a government,
he may, aud probably did, receive also the
views of the President and his Cabinet, and
hence he was enabled to speak as he did
with positive certainty of the one and the
other.

"You are fully possessed," says the Sec-retar- y

of State, ilr. Clayton, to Mr. King,
in a letto bearing date of April 3, 1819,
"You are fully possessed of the President's
views, and can with propriety suggest to
the people of California the. adoptio'n of
measures best calculated to give them etfect.
These measures must, of course, originate
with themselves." Mr. King, then,5 was
informed that he 'could with propriety sug-ge- st

the adoption of measures to carry out
the President's view s, he having been fully
possessed of those views. But these meas-ure- s

must originate with the people ! Beau-
tiful! Mr. King is sent to 'California, to
suggest to the people the adoption of mens-- ,

ures to carry out the President's views, but
those measures must originate, with 'he'peo-pj-e

! And more beautiful stij:, Mr. King
conies home, after disburdening himself of
the views whereof he was "fully possessed,

nd gravely tolls the country that he did not
go to California oh a political mission, and
had rothing to do with the local affairs of
that coautry ; and this, too, after he was de--
uounced in the Conventidii as the Presi
dent's emissary. I 6uspect Mr. Kiug could
tell how it came to be "everywhere under-
stood in California that the PresidQiit.want-e- d

the people to settle the slavery question
tor themselves. .

I. have thought proper to present these
facts and deductions," for the purpose of
showing you that mine are no idle suspicions.
W hen 1 say that, in my opinion, a great
fraud has been perpetrated, I want you to
understand that there is some foundation for
my opinion. .

Ihe action of Congress, I am free to ad
mit, may have had. much to do in fixing the
sentiment in the mind of the President and
of the Californians,. that no territorial gov
ernment would be allowed which did not
contain the Wilmot proviso; dnd judging
from the temper constantly displayed in sr

this odious measure at all times and in
all seasotis, it was, 1 grant, a ratidital con
clusion that no government asked for,or es-

tablished by the people would be tolerated
unless slavery was prohibited ; but ws this
a sufficient reason why the President or his
agents, or even the people of California,
should trample under foot the rights of the
South ? We had our rights in that-coCin- -

try, and they ought to have been respected ;

risk nothing in saying that they would
have been, had we been the stronger party.
Our fault consisted in our weakness and for
this we were sacrificed.

It is said, I know, that California is' not
suited W slave labor that the soil, climate,
the very eTements themselves,1 are" opposed
to it. ' Slave labor is nevermore profitably
employed than in' mining : and you. may
judge whether slaves could be advantage-
ously introduced into that country, when 1
inform you, on the authority of the debates
of their convention, that an able-bodie- d ne-

gro is worth in California front two to six
thousand dollars per annum'.

I pass over the studied and systematic re
sistance which the California admissionistS
have constantly and steadily interposed
against all investigation, with this single re-

mark "that the wicked flee when no man
pursueth. but the rigfUeotls are as bold at a
lion. - ' - - ' '

Immediately after the assembling of the
present Congress, it became apparent that
the admission of California into the Union
as a State was to become the great question
of the session ; and it was palpable from the
beginning, that there was a large majority
in favor of it. The-- President was not sfpw
in takinir his position. . He broitffht the sub
ject to the favorable notice of Congress la
his annual message, and very soon after, 'in
a special communication, be earnestly re-

commended it to our Javdrable considera-
tion. The fearful odds of the President,
the Cabinet, and a congressional majority,
was arrayed against us; but, nothing daunt-
ed, a few of us, relying on the justice of our
cause, and placing Our trust iu the intelli-
gence, virtue, patriotism,. and indomitable
firmness and courage of our constituents, re-

solved to resist it
To' lay before you the grounds of that re- -

sistahce, and to lay bare the sophistry and
double-dealin- g of the friends of this measure,
are among the chief alms of thi letter..

A large class of those who advocate the
immediate introduction of California into
thr TJnion, place their advocacy on the,
ground; thaf the people have a right in all
cases to govern themselves, and to regulate
their domesUo concerns irr thei own way.
It becomes important to understand1, the
meaning of declarations like these, and to as-
certain the estent to which such doctrines
may be rightfully extended. r

1 admit the right of self jrovernrhent ; .1
admit that every people may regulate their

domestic atfairs in thc;r way ; I fn-cl- and
fully admit the doctrine tl.at a people find-

ing themselves in a country without laws,
may make laws fot themselves,-an- to suit
tKmselves. But in doin this they nnw
take care net to infringe the rights of the
owners and proprietors of the soil. If, for
example, one hundred or one thousand
American citizens should find themselves
thrown on an belonging to Great
Brita'ii, uninhabited and without laws, sueh
citizens, from thj very necessity of their x.
sition, would have a right to make laws for
themselves. . But in doing this, they have
119 right to say to her Majesty's subjects in
Scotland, you may come to this island with
your property, and to her Irish subjects you
shall nut come with your properly. They
have no right to set tire proprietors at def-
iance,. or to make insulting discriminations
between proprietors holding 0110 species of
property and those owning another species
of property. No such power would be at
all necessary to their and
any attempt to exercise it would justly be re-

garded as an impertinent attempt to assume
tha supreme- - power, when in fact they were
mere tenants at will.

If the people of California, who had been
left by the unwise and grossly unjust non-

action of Congress, without law and with-
out government, had confined themselves to
making their own laws and regulating their
own domestic affairs in their own way, I
certainly never should have raised my voice
against their acts. But when they go fur-

ther, and assume the right to say what shall
be the privileges of the owner's mid proprie-
tors of the soil when they take upon them-
selves to say to. the Qfteen Northern States,
your citizens may come here with thcie pro-

perty, and to the fifteen Southern States,
your citizens shall not come here with their
property, they assume, in my judgment, a
power which does not belong" to them, and
perform arr act to which the South, if she
would maintain Jier rights, ought not to
submit.

Attempts have been made to draw a par-
allel between the conduct of our revolution-
ary fathers, who claimed the right to legis-
late .independent of the British Crown, and
that of the Californians, who have assumed
to set up an independent, government of
their own. When our fathers set up an in-

dependent government, they called it rev-
olution; and if the people" in California set
up a like government, I know of no reason
why their conduct shall not in like manner
be denominated revolutionary. Our fathers
revolted and took the consequences; Cali-
fornia has a right to do the same thihg ;

but that she has aiiy other than a revolution-
ary right, I Utterly deny.

Very distinguished men have assumed the
position, that the rights of sovereignty pver

reside in the people of the ter-

ritory, even during their territorial existence.
Let its test the soundness of this theory by a
few practical applications. The expression
"the people of a territory" is oniv-o- f very un-

certain signification as to numbers. It may
mean One hundred thousand, or it may mean
ore thousand orone hundred. The question
naturally, presonts itseif, when docs this
right of sovereignty commence ? Is it with
tha first man who reaches the territory ?

May he prescribe rules and regulations for
those who come after him ? or must there
be n thousand or fifty thousand, or a greater
or a less number, before the rights of sover-
eignty attach ?

Perhaps we ate told thai the sovereignty
begins when the people assemble to make
laws. - Very well; let us put this theory in-

to practical operation. Ten thousand
French emigrants have settled, lot us sup-
pose, at the base of the Rocky Mountains,
without the limits of any organized State or
Territory of the United States, and they are
witho'tU government or laws. They make
laws for themselves, and' you acquiesce;
they set up a government for themselves,
and you admit their right; they claim the
sovereignty over the territory and set up an
independent State government, and you ad-

mit their power to do so. You expect
them to ask admission" into "the Union, but
the new sovereignty says no, we prefer in-

dependence, or We prefer to become an in-

tegral part of the French Republic. What
will you do under euch circumstances?
Can ydu force her to abandon her acknow-
ledged independence ? ' Can you force her
into the union against her will ? What !

require a sovereign to pursue your will and
not her own ? This would indeed be revo-
lution. .

If California is in fact, as eha is admitted
by some to be in theory, an independent
sovereignty, 1 see nothing which is to pre-
vent her remaining out of the Union if she
elects to do so. I see nothing which may
prevent her, if she chooses, allying herself
to any other nation or country. I know of
no right by which this Government may
lane irom ner me independence, the sover-
eignty which she now possesses, if indeed
she be a State without the Union.

The tenure.by which we hold our territo
rial possession is indeed most fragile, if this
doctrine 01 territorial sovereignty --can be
maintained. We may expend millions of
treasure, and pour out rivers of our purest
and best blood in the acquisition of territo-
ries, only to see them taken possession of,
and. ourselves turned nut, by the first inter
loper who may chance to plant his foot up
on mem. , ,

-

I am always glad of an. opportunity o do
the. fullest justice to a political opponent,
and in this spirit I beg leave to say, that, in
my judgment, Mr. Clay, in'a late speech in
the Senate, took the true" ground n this
subject. ' He denied that California was a
State, or that she could become so out of
the Union. He maintained trie right of the
people to but denied the

break down dint equality, always Ims ami
always simii encounter mv stern and index

-- ible opposition.
Sly pnvuoti in reterence to congressional

rnoti on tins mnject is easily explained
I cm for total, entire, uir- -

qualified Lesve the pco.
pie of all the States free to go with their

no insulting discrimination between slave'
propetty ainl any other species of property.
To say that Congress may protect the nor
them man's iroods iu California, but thnt
Congress shall not protect the southern
man's slaves, is intervention. It is inter-
vening for the worst ends, and in the most
insulting manner.

You have been told, fellow-citizen- that
we once said the people of a territory, when
they come to make a State constitution,
might settle ihe slave question for them-
selves, and that we have now abandoned
that ground. Not so I speak for myself.
I have alwaysmniiitaitied, and I maintain to
day, that the people of a territory, when du-'l- y

authorized to form a State constitution,
may scttlo this and nl! other questions for
themselves and accordinir to their own in- -

clinatiom,. , But was California dulvlluthor- -

ized? Where did she get her authority ?

We have been told that she got it from the
Almighty. This is very well if it is so. But
it would bo more satisfactory to me to know
that she got it from the proprietors of the
soil, Hnd that her action had been subordi
nate to the Federal const itutioh. j

I have no inclination to discuss this point
at length. Whenever it can be shown that
California has been subjected to the same
ordeal through which Mississippi, Arkansas,
r londa, and other slave-holdin- g btaes have
been compelled to pass, I will, if in Con-
gress, vote for her admission into the Union,
without a why or wherefore as concerns
slavery. But it is asking of me a little too
much to expect that I snail vote for her ad-

mission, tinder all the remarkable circum-
stances attending her application, until she
has passed this ordeal.

. If it shall be shown that I am getting a
fair equivalent for surrendering your rights
in California, you may reasonably expect
me, in your name, to favor a compromise.'
The great national mind wants repose, and
1 tor one am ready lor any arrangement
which may afford a reasonable augury of a
happy adjustment of our differences. This
brings me to a brief review of Mr. Clay's so
called compromise scheme.

The lendifig bill presented by Mr. Clay
from, "the Committee of Thirteen" contains
three distinct and substnntive propositions:
First, the admission of California. In this.
as in every other scheme of settlement ten-
dered to the South. California in all her
length and breadth, stands first. Secondly,
we are offered territorial governments for
New Mexico and Utah, (Deseret that was,)
without the Wilmot proviso; nnd thirdly,
we have a proposition to dismember Texas,
by cutting off enough of her northern pos-
sessions to iniiko four States as large as
Mississippi, and for the privilege of doing
tins we are to pay millions of dollars.
The suggestions for filling this blank have
varied from five to fifteen millions of dollars.

I have already suggested some reasons
why the admission of California, as an inde-
pendent proposition, ought not, in my judg-
ment, to receive your sanction. " I now pro-

pose to inquire whether the union of these
three measures in one bill makes the whole,
as a unit, more worthy of your consideration
and support. All the objections to the ad-

mission of California siand out in the same
force and vigor in Mr. Clay's bill as in all
former propositions for her admission. We
are asked to make the time sacrifice of feel-

ing and of principle which we have so often
nnd so long protested we would not make
unless, indeed It shall be shown that we are
getting a fair equivalent for these sacrifices.
He has told us, as I remarked to you in an
other place, that California was not a State,
and could not become so'out of the Union.
That, in trutfi, her constituents had no bind-
ing force, as a conslitution, until the State
was admitted into the Union. The consti-
tution of California contains the anti-slaver- y

clause, the "Wilmot proviso." But the
constitution U a dead letter, so' far as we are
concerned. It has no vitality, no binding
effect until the State is admitted. Congress
admits her, and by the act of admission puts

in lorce gives it activity and
life. Who, then, but Congress is responsi- -

ble for theaetive,' operative "proviso for

country ? CongresslttulCoiigress alone is
responsible. You eaii nowemdwstand more
fully what ! meant, when I sigrred a letter
to his Excellency the Governor, s

"that the admission of California was equiv
alent to the adoption of the Wilmot provi- -

o. The northern people understand this,
and to a man they are for her admission.

Tha question now is, are we offered
any adequate consideration for making

1$fxpMjy provided "that such States
M orme(, out of ,hat

J ""IpW btozSouib of parallel
36 latitude,

admitted into the Union with or with--
out slavery, as the people of &ch State
asking ' admission may desire." And
it is as expressly stipulated, that "in
such Stats or State3 as may be for- -

i!

If. ',

1

v ''

,1
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cases their families and friends have becaffthat proviso which excludes you from the
left in the States, to which, in four cases
out of five, they themselves have intended
to return. At the elections last summer
thev voted about twelve thousand, and later
in the fall, on the important question of
adopting a State constitution, with trie bal- -
lot-bo- x wide open and free for every vote,
thev polled less than thirteen thousand 1

should like to know where the balance of
this two hundred thousand were. At least
one hundred and hity thousand ot them I this sacrifice 01 iceling and of princi-suspe- ct

were never in the country, and. the pjef This h n question worthy the
rest regarded the whole thing as a ridicu- - most serious. and critical examination,
lous farce, with which they had nothing to jjy tJie terfns 0f tie r(;solutjons An.
do. And this is the State and this the peo-- 7---

r tn ih- - Vr,uA Kt.. it
pie who have excluded slavery, and sent
two Senators and Representative, to Wash- -

,DgYou will have no difficulty in determin.
ing in your minds that lam opposed toil- -

lowing the people of the territories to settle
this question, either for usor against ua. It
is a matter withSvhicli they have no con- -

cern. The States are equals and have equal
rights, arid whatever teuds ' to impair or


